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As Singapore enters its 50th year of independence, it is a time for introspection to look back at the successes and 
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challenges of the past, but is also a crucial time to consider what the future holds for the nation.Singapore 2065: 
Leading Insights on Economy and Environment from 50 Singapore Icons and Beyond is one such key contribution to 
the endeavour of thinking about what lies ahead. While many forthcoming projects and books take a more 
retrospective approach reflecting upon Singapore's past, this book adopts a forward-looking perspective, 
contemplating Singapore's distant future, which is important for posterity. This book is a collection of key insights 
from 50 iconic individuals of Singapore and beyond, and contains reasoned arguments, speculations and visionary 
expectations of Singapore's future in 50 years' time.The book discusses the distant future of Singapore's economy and 
the environment. What will Singapore's economic and environment landscape be like 50 years from now? Are there 
trends or scenarios common to the various discussions contained in this book? If there are, how big would be the 
impact of some of these trends? What and how should the government respond to these projections, expectations and 
informed visions of tomorrow? In sum, what would Singapore's economy and environment be like in 2065? The book 
explores a range of possible answers to these questions and more.Not only will the generations of today be able to gain 
much insight into Singapore's future by reading this book, but future generations, specifically 100 years after 
Singapore's independence, will be able to understand and affirm what and how today's generations think about their 
time. The book is a key contribution to envisioning Singapore's future, which is also vital for understanding what 
shapes Singapore's landscape today.

"A stunning collection of perspectives across the spectrum, Singapore 2065 presents a compelling look into the future 
through a series of thought provoking insights. This volume also celebrates the country's exceptional success, retelling 
the invaluable stories and anecdotes that have paved Singapore's tremendous journey over the last 50 years. As 
Singapore continues to chart into the next half century, Singapore 2065 leaves plenty to ponder and will remain a 
valuable repository of knowledge for many years to come." -- Bertil Andersson, President, Nanyang Technological 
University "Singapore 2065 has brought together a diverse and intriguing range of ideas and insights from a rich cross-
section of contributors: policy makers, researchers, close observers of Singapore, student leaders, and others. These 
essays reflect on Singapore's remarkable progress and development over the past half-century, and explore the 
opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. Over the next 50 years, the world will continue to be an uncertain place, 
offering exciting opportunities, but subject to bouts of deep uncertainty and disruptive events and trends. Ultimately, 
Singapore's continued success over the next 50 years will depend less on our material resources, but on our people, 
and specifically our key attributes of nimbleness, adaptability, creativity, resilience and the willingness to strive for a 
common purpose." -- Tan Chorh Chuan, President, National University of Singapore "Singapore's success came in 
large part from its continuous efforts to anticipate what changes are likely, not often looking as far as ahead as 50 
years ahead, but certainly not afraid to try. Here are 50 minds stretching forward into the 21st century mdash; 
confirming that the city-state's spirit lives on. I am confident that our environment will have a better future thanks to 
the projections in this volume. Everyone who cares should read and think about them." -- Wang Gungwu, Chairman, 
East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore "There are few issues that are more important than the economy 
and the environment in the 21st century for any country. They are especially important to Singapore, given its size and 
open economy. As the nation celebrates its 50th birthday, justifiably proud of its achievement, it is also timely to 
contemplate what the future might hold and what we need to do to ensure continued success as a nation. In Singapore 
2065, you will find food for thought. What is of particular interest is that the deeply thoughtful essays collected in this 
volume crisscross at different points, and also raise a number of fundamental issues concerning value and identity that 
are inextricably tied to Singapore's future development. This book certainly provides keen insight into the economic 
and environmental challenges we face, but it also compels us to reflect on the larger story of "Majulah Singapura" as 
we march into the future." -- Alan K L Chan, Dean, College of Humanities, Arts Social Sciences, Nanyang 
Technological UniversityFrom the Inside FlapAs Singapore enters its 50th year of independence, it is a time for 
introspection to look back at the successes and challenges of the past, but is also a crucial time to consider what the 
future holds for the nation. Singapore 2065: Leading Insights from 50 Icons and Beyond on the Economy and the 
Environment is one such key contribution to the endeavour of thinking about what lies ahead. While many 
forthcoming projects and books take a more retrospective approach reflecting upon Singapore's past, this book adopts 
a forward-looking perspective, contemplating Singapore's distant future, which is important for posterity. This book is 
a collection of key insights from 50 iconic individuals of Singapore and beyond, and contains reasoned arguments, 
speculations and visionary expectations of Singapore's future in 50 years' time. The book discusses the distant future 
of Singapore's economy and the environment. What will Singapore's economic and environment landscape be like 50 
years from now? Are there trends or scenarios common to the various discussions contained in this book? If there are, 
how big would be the impact of some of these trends? What and how should the government respond to these 
projections, expectations and informed visions of tomorrow? In sum, what would Singapore's economy and 
environment be like in 2065? The book explores a range of possible answers to these questions and more. Not only 
will the generations of today be able to gain much insight into Singapore's future by reading this book, but future 
generations, specifically 100 years after Singapore's independence, will be able to understand and affirm what and how 



today's generations think about their time. The book is a key contribution to envisioning Singapore's future, which is 
also vital for understanding what shapes Singapore's landscape today.About the AuthorEuston Quah is a Professor and 
Head of Economics at the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. He has published widely in the fields 
of environmental economics, cost-benefit analysis, and in law and economics. His publications have appeared in major 
journals such as World Development, Applied Economics, Journal of Public Economic Theory, American Journal of 
Economics and Sociology, Journal of Economics, Environment and Planning, International of Law and Economics, 
European Journal of Law and Economics, and Journal of Environmental Management, amongst more than 100 
publications, including 5 books. His three latest books published by Routledge, UK, include Cost-Benefit Analysis 
(with E J Mishan), 5th edition in 2007; Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cases and Materials (with Raymond Toh) in 2012; and 
Principles of Economics (Asian 2nd Edition with Gregory Mankiw) in 2013. His most recent work is a chapter in a 
book volume on cost-benefit analysis published by Oxford University Press in 2013, and a forthcoming paper in 
World Economy. He had served on the Panel for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation project hosted by the 
Overseas Development Institute, London; and a Technical er for the National Research Foundation (Singapore), 
Humanities and Social Sciences Research Council (Canada), and the Australian Research Council. In addition to being 
a former Chair of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at NTU, Professor Quah was also formerly Vice-
Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences; Deputy Director of the Public Policy Programme (now called the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy); and headed the economics department at the National University of Singapore. He is 
frequently invited to give keynote presentations at international conferences and his views are often sought by the 
media in Singapore and elsewhere. Professor Quah advises the Singapore government on matters related to the 
environment, health, cost-benefit analysis and infrastructure project evaluations as well as to PricewaterhouseCoopers 
and Gentings International. Professor Quah is Editor of the SSCI journal, The Singapore Economic (since 2002), and 
the President of the Economic Society of Singapore (since 2009), and Member of the European Academy of Sciences 
and Arts. In 2014, Professor Quah was elected as the President of the Asian Law and Economics Association. In 2015, 
he was also admitted as a Member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts. 


