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Gavin Wright : Sharing the Prize before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Sharing the Prize:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Powerful workBy scholarThis book isamajor contribution to afield
inwhich thereis already arich literature. Beautifully written and exhaustively researched, this work reexamines some
guestions previously addressed in his earlier work but focuses, mainly, on critical turning points, economic causation
and political history in this study of the economics of the historical Civil Rights movement in the US.16 of 18 people
found the following review helpful. Smart, original analysis of the effects of the civil rights movementBy Robert J.
NorrellGavin Wright has used the obligatory gerund phrase (i.e. Bearing the Cross, Parting the Waters) for titling his


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00BB61O9I

history of the civil rights movement, but there is nothing else that is predictable in this fine and original interpretation
of the nation's great movement for racial justice. One of the leading American economic historians, Wright has spent
his career evaluating the significance of race in the United from an economic-history perspective, with long looksin
previous works at the economics of slavery and the post-Civil War South. Hiswork isrigorously empirical, full of
statistical analysis, and yet it is easily understandable for those of us who don't think naturally in quantitative ways. He
writes as clearly as any non-quantitative historian. In Sharing the Prize, Wright is good at ng the large human
motives and actions at work with regard to race in America. His announced subject is the economic aspect of civil
rights, but his judgment about the historical dynamics of race reach much farther to assess what changed in human
relations at the level of feelings, including the irrational. He is a sophisticated intellectual and one with a clear moral
commitment to racial justice. More important, he has the courage to confront the hard truth that progress toward an
egual, just society seems to have stalled of late. At the same time, his commitment to empiricism seems never to
falter.Sharing the Prize addresses very fundamental questions: "What were the historical origins of segregation and
other forms of race discrimination, and how did these persist over time? How did Civil Rights legislation and
enforcement alter these practices, and did resistance to change intensify or diminish over time? How did gains for
African Americans affect the economic well-being of white southerners?' (258)Wright sees no clear economic causes
of the civil rights movement, whereas some others have suggested, wrongly | think, that the mechanization of cotton
agriculture undermined the need for segregation and brought on the movement. Wright credits the advancement of
universalist values, the natural right of every human being to justice and equality, by Martin Luther King and
movement activists for pushing the nation to a crisis in 1963 that suddenly yielded monumental works of reform
legidation. Given Wright's ability to synthesize scholarship, | wish he had spent some time on the causes matter, but
his brief is economics, and that wasn't the cause. Wright's great addition of value to the understanding of the civil rights
movement comes with his evaluation of the impact of the movement. Both blacks and whites made big gainsin
income after 1965, which belied the broad presumption among American whites that racial change was a zero-sum
game. White businessmen had to be coerced to change, but when they did, they did not suffer. The civil rights
revolution was a not a program of redistribution of wealth but a circumstance in which both blacks and whites gained.
Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act had alarge impact on ending job discrimination. The opening of jobs to blacks
in the textile industry, formerly an all-white preserve, was an astonishing development. The migration of two million
blacks to the South after the 1960s was strong indication that the civil rights movement had made meaningful changes.
Lyndon Johnson's anti-poverty programs and his intervention in blacks' access to hospitals resulted in adrastic
improvement in the health profile of black southerners. American corporations adopted affirmative action goals and
maintained them even after Ronald Reagan effectively killed the government's commitment to equal job opportunities.
Black business managers hired other blacks fairly, and the number of blacks in managerial and professional
occupations rose dramatically, thus transforming the size and influence of the black middle classin southern cities.
But again, whites did not suffer, as they assumed they would; their incomes grew at the same rate as blacks, which
they maintained at overall higher levels Wright spends alot of time on the impact of civil rights changes on schools,
summarizing social science literature and emphasizing again to the huge impact of Johnson's legislation, the in-tandem
effects of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Elementary and Secondary School Act, which provided the first
significant surge of federal fundsto local school systems. Black children did better in integrated schools, white
children did just as well, and busing orders worked in some places. With regard to the effects of expanded voting
rights, blacks got tangible gains of employment as a result of black elected officials who pursued federal aid. Wright
sees acceptance of black representation and power as encouraging urban revitalization.Having shown the positive
effects of the movement on American and southern life, Wright ends on a somber note. The South has returned to
being a one-party region, and that party is decidedly a white one. Republicans have no incentive to care about blacks,
and certainly not poor ones. Wright provides evidence of the harsh impact of regressive consumption taxes on the
poor. Republicans in the South do not compete for black votes because they do not have to. In my state, ninety-five
percent of white men voted Republican in the recent Presidential election. A high proportion of them were,
realistically, voting against their economic interests. Would that they al could read this excellent book and take it to
heart.

Southern bus boycotts and lunch counter sit-ins were famous acts of civil disobedience but were also demands for jobs
in the very services being denied blacks. Gavin Wright shows that the civil rights struggle was of economic benefit to
all parties: the wages of southern blacks increased dramatically but not at the expense of southern whites.

By placing economics at the heart of hisinvestigation of the central issues of the civil rights movement, Wright
deepens and expands our understanding of what was at stake for those who participated in the civil rights movement as
well as those who opposed it. (James C. Cobb, University of Georgia)Sharing the Prize transforms quite dramatically
our understanding of the economics of the civil rights movement in the South, showing how the civil disobedience of
black Southerners wrought a transformation that improved the lives of whites as well as blacks. (Naomi R.



Lamoreaux, Y ale University)Sharing the Prize is an exceptionally rich study of the civil rights revolution in the
American South and will immediately become the book on its economic dimensions. (Peter A. Coclanis, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill)Gavin Wright has written a definitive study of the economic implications of the civil
rights revolution in the American South. He shows that while highly useful, economic analysis must be richer and
more socially oriented than usual in characterizing the nature of racial discrimination in the South. (Kenneth J. Arrow,
Stanford University)Wright argues that government action spurred by the civil-rights movement corrected a misfiring
market, generating large economic gains that private companies had been unable to seize on their own. (The
Economist 2013-04-27)The civil rights movement of the 1960s has had alasting impact on American society.
Although it has hardly been neglected by historians, until now there has been no comprehensive economic
interpretation of these events. In this volume, Wright offers an important and illuminating reinterpretation of the civil
rights movement and its consequences for both black and white economic progress in the subsequent half century. (J.
L. Rosenbloom Choice 2013-08-13)Written by Stanfordrsguo;s Gavin Wright with the care and imagination he
displayed in his superb work on slavery and the southern economy since the Civil War, this excellent economic history
offers the best empirical account to date of the effects the civil rights revolution had on southern labor markets,
schools, and other important institutionshellip;With much of the nation persuaded that a post-racial age has begun,
Wrightrsquo;s analytical historyhellip;takes on fresh urgency. (Ira Katxnelson New Y ork of Books 2014-04-03)About
the AuthorGavin Wright is William Robertson Coe Professor of American Economic History at Stanford University.



