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Haley Sweetland Edwards : Shadow Courts: The Tribunals that Rule Global Trade  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shadow Courts: The Tribunals that Rule Global 
Trade: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A masterpiece of a subject unknown to most. Ms ...By Brent 
PellegriniA masterpiece of a subject unknown to most. Ms. Edwards could have written this in a dry, academic style. 
But instead, after, as they say in the movies, an "establishing shot", (in this case a scene setting introduction,) the story 
unfolds in a suspenseful manner. The reporting, writing, research and documentation are first class,AAAA at the top. 
This girl is headed for the big leagues or maybe she is there already?1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01EEQ9AGA


Great Journalism Lives!By nathan henry laverAnyone thinking of having an opinion on the TPP or NAFTA should 
read and re-read this book, masterfully written by Haley Sweetland Edwards who has a knack for placing an obscure 
topic into human context. Edwards tells fascinating stories about the people who shape global trade, illustrating the 
many ways Investor-State Dispute Settlement clauses reshape the balance of power worldwide.Lest anyone think this 
is just a book for policy obsessives, anyone with an appreciation for great writing will come away smiling. Edwards 
writes with wit and manages to present the material without bludgeoning the reader with opinion. A close reader will 
find clever turns of phrase and even a feeling of suspense. Great journalism lives!In "Shadow Courts," Edwards makes 
global trade policy riveting. Her cogent clear writing gives a clear understanding of a difficult topic. I strongly 
recommend it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Timely, engaging and eye-openingBy 
CustomerInternational trade is emerging as a hot button issue in American politics, and this book is a reminder of 
exactly why it should be. Sweetland Edwards takes a institution that has been made intentionally shifty and opaque 
and lays it open in a clear and genuinely engaging way. Furthermore, she demonstrates how the implications of these 
Shadow Courts that govern international trade reverberate throughout our political and economic landscape. Learning 
the nuances and quiet power of these courts is more than a bit shocking, and definitely though provoking, but this is no 
conspiracy theory... it's a gut-check for policy wonks and everyday voters alike. Reading this reminded me of how 
important and challenging it is to be in informed citizen in our increasingly complex global community.

"It's a short, vital introduction to ISDS history and use, the shocking ways in which corporations have used it to bend 
governments to their will, and the total lack of justification for using such mechanisms in developed, stable 
countries." -- The WeekInternational trade deals have swiftly emerged this year as politically controversial, attracting 
both condemnation and confusion from voters all over the world.In this book, investigative journalist Haley Sweetland 
Edwards focuses on one crucial aspect of these massive agreements: a powerful provision called Investor-State 
Dispute Settlement, which allows foreign corporations to sue sovereign nations before little-known supranational 
arbitration tribunals.Edwards makes the case that these tribunals (or "shadow courts"), which were designed 50 years 
ago to protect foreign investors' property rights abroad, are now being exploited by multinational corporations at the 
expense of sovereign nations and their citizens. From the 1960s to 2000, corporations brought fewer than 40 cases 
through these tribunals. In the last 15 years, they've brought nearly 650.In the course of her reporting, Edwards 
interviewed dozens of policymakers, activists, and government officials in Argentina, Canada, Bolivia, Ecuador, the 
European Union, and in the Obama administration. The result is a major story about a significant shift in global power.

"I read it in one night and felt like underlining every word of every page." -- Cathy O'Neil, author of Weapons of Math 
Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy "One of those wonderful, short books from 
Columbia Global Reports." -- Felix Salmon, Slate Money "SHADOW COURTS, a new book by Time magazine's 
Haley Edwards, shows how ISDS threats have strained support for free trade around the world." -- Politico "This slim, 
timely book discusses the history of the provision and the effects that ISDS litigation--a tactic not available to 
deomestic firms--has had on social and environmental legislation and regulation. The version of the ISDS system that 
has evolved is not likely to withstand close scrutiny." - G. John Ikenberry, Foreign Affairs "It's a short, vital 
introduction to [Investor-state dispute settlement] history and use, the shocking ways in which corporations have used 
it to bend governments to their will, and the total lack of justification for using such mechanisms in developed, stable 
countries." mdash;The Week"SHADOW COURTS, a new book by Time magazine's Haley Edwards, shows how 
ISDS threats have strained support for free trade around the world." - Todd Tucker, Politico"Time investigative 
reporter Edwards charges that the controversial Investor-State Dispute Settlement tribunals at the heart of many 
current trade deals represent a major shift in global relations in favor of private corporate interest.... Edwards does a 
great service for the public by turning the spotlight of disclosure on this dark corner of international relations." --
Kirkus s 


