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Ursula K. Heise : Sense of Place and Sense of Planet: The Environmental Imagination of the Global  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sense of Place and Sense of 
Planet: The Environmental Imagination of the Global: 

Sense of Place and Sense of Planet analyzes the relationship between the imagination of the global and the ethical 
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commitment to the local in environmentalist thought and writing from the 1960s to the present. Part One critically 
examines the emphasis on local identities and communities in North American environmentalism by establishing 
conceptual connections between environmentalism and ecocriticism, on one hand, and theories of globalization, 
transnationalism and cosmopolitanism, on the other. It proposes the concept of "eco-cosmopolitanism" as a shorthand 
for envisioning these connections and the cultural and aesthetic forms into which they translate. Part Two focuses on 
conceptualizations of environmental danger and connects environmentalist and ecocritical thought with the 
interdisciplinary field of risk theory in the social sciences, arguing that environmental justice theory and ecocriticism 
stand to benefit from closer consideration of the theories of cosmopolitanism that have arisen in this field from the 
analysis of transnational communities at risk. Both parts of the book combine in-depth theoretical discussion with 
detailed analyses of novels, poems, films, computer software and installation artworks from the US and abroad that 
translate new connections between global, national and local forms of awareness into innovative aesthetic forms 
combining allegory, epic, and views of the planet as a whole with modernist and postmodernist strategies of 
fragmentation, montage, collage, and zooming.

"At the leading edge of a rapidly evolving environmental discourse, Ursula Heise announces the moment of a new eco-
cosmopolitanism. Her visionary manifesto--the book is nothing less--gathers the most politically serious and 
aesthetically challenging of contemporary writers in order to take us beyond the reassurance of a return to Mother 
Nature, beyond an ethics or an aesthetics of proximity, and to make real the possibilities of an environmentalism 
without borders." -Bruce Robbins, Columbia University"With Ursula Heise's superb book, ecocriticism begins truly to 
'think globally.' With exceptional sociological sophistication and critical insight, she exposes the ambiguity of 'staying 
home,' arguing for an 'eco-cosmopolitan' openness to the pleasures and possibilities--and unique risks--of 
globalization." --Greg Garrard, author of Ecocriticism"Sense of Place and Sense of Planet is a sophisticated text that is 
important for ecocriticism. The book will broaden what 'environmental literature' we consider worthy of attention, and 
expand the field's relevance to other disciplines. We will no longer be able to write about place without addressing 
Heise's treatment of globalization and risk." --Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment"A significant 
and provocative contribution to the field of environmental humanities." --Modern Language Quarterly"The best book I 
have read in a while in the fast evolving fields of comparative studies, globalization, cosmopolitanism, eco-criticism, 
and (post-?)postmodernism, Sense of Place and Sense of Planet is and, to venture a last prophecy, will remain a classic 
for years to come." --Christian Moraru, The Comparatist"A premier text for theorizing the global in relation to 
ecocritical concerns." --Transformations"The import of eco-cosmopolitanism for literary study is made quite clear in 
Heise's book. More profoundly, the literary models Heise examines and the critical methods she develops have 
implications not only for various environmentalist movements and investigations of environmental risk but indeed for 
everyone concerned about the global environmental future. In this way, the book is quite adventurous." --Comparative 
Literature Studies"A significant and provocative contribution to the environmental humanities." --Modern Language 
Quarterly"Offers a wealth of theoretical insight and an intriguing number of exemplary, innovative readings of texts in 
which the environmental imagination of the global becomes manifest. The study accomplishes nothing less than a far-
reaching critical reassessment of the research field of ecocriticism to date, while simultaneously expanding its 
theoretical and analytical scope for the future...A significant contribution to place-centered globalization theory in 
general." --Amerikastudien/American StudiesAbout the AuthorUrsula K. Heise is Associate Professor of English at 
Stanford University, where she teaches contemporary literature and literary theory. She is the author of 
Chronoschisms: Time, Narrative, and Postmodernism. 


