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Henry Hobhouse : Seeds of Wealth: Four Plants that Made Men Rich  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Seeds of Wealth: Four Plants that Made Men Rich: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DisappointingBy JebcoNot as good as Seeds of Change. I felt the 
chapters on Wine was so technical, I felt I was taking a college course in at UC Davis from the Department of 
Viticulture and Enology!Hardly light reading.Also I find the author has trouble making the same obvious points about 
these "Seeds" as he did more easily with obvious linkages in "Seeds of Change" and how these crops affected the 
world in a more profound way. Disappointed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent. A new 
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surprising approach of the origins of ...By Beacute;atrice Van AertExcellent. A new surprising approach of the origins 
of human society. Refreshing. Well informed , exceedingly well written, with a nice touch of humour. Cannot wait to 
read his next one on the same subject.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Convoluted!By Ruth P. 
RobertsI found the sequencing of the information convoluted. This is true even considering the time in which it was 
written.

Henry Hobhouse was the first to recognise plants as a causal factor in history in his Seeds of Wealth. In this new book, 
he examines four plants: rubber, timber, tobacco and the wine grape, each of which enormously increased the wealth 
of those who dealt in them, created great new industries and changed the course of history. Ancient Rome's monopoly 
on wine production had huge economic and hygienic importance. Without rubber, there would have been no 
development of cars, buses and trucks, bicycles, waterproof clothing or even tennis balls and condoms. Tobacco has 
largely been condemned for its effects on health and its true role in history ignored. Tobacco has often been used in 
place of currency and its growth in Virginia supported a colony that produced much of the talent that made 
Independence possible. Timber shortages led the British Royal Navy to become dependent on American timber. The 
dearth of timber drove English coal mines deep, which led to the steam pumps, steam engines, and ultimately the 
Industrial Revolution. These are fascinating stories the effect of minutiae on the great waves of history. 'You cannot 
help but admire and enjoy the company of a man who takes such a novel and global view of history' Spectator

From BooklistThe four "plants" of the subtitle are timber, wine, rubber, and tobacco. Timber, Hobhouse points out, 
was important in the history of England and the 13 North American colonies. The colonies supplied timber to the 
mother country, and it was American timber that aided the development of fishing and whaling, railroads, and wooden 
houses in new cities such as Chicago. Hobhouse discusses the wealth-creating potential of wine from before the time 
of Periclean Athens, through the Roman and medieval eras, up to the present. Rubber, the author reminds, has 
generated wealth for many nations and has largely created three new ones: Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia. 
Tobacco, a plant with a negative contemporary image, had historically profound effects on Anglo-American relations. 
The cigarette was invented in the 1840s and the cigarette-making machine developed in the 1870s. Hobhouse posits 
that the greatest beneficiaries in most countries "have been, since about 1920, the tax gatherers." Written in the form of 
essays, this book lucidly illustrates how these four plants created new industries and changed the course of history. 
George CohenCopyright copy; American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorHenry Hobhouse 
was born in Somerset in 1924 and educated at Eton. From 1946 to 1954 he worked as a journalist for The Economist, 
News Chronicle, Daily Express, and Wall Street Journal, becoming, in 1948, one of the first Directors of CBS-TV 
News. His other books are Forces of Change and Seeds of Change. 


