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Barbara R. Blackburn : Rigor Is NOT a Four-Letter Word  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Rigor Is NOT a Four-Letter Word: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Book WormGood.5 of 5 people found the following 
review helpful. Great bookBy Betsy CI would recommend this book to ALL educators that want to make a difference 
in the classroom and the school.Barbara Blackburn's book is easy to read and she gives practical tips that can be 
implemented in classrooms.Great job, Mrs. Blackburn!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is such 
a good book for my teacher teamBy michelle brumfieldThis is such a good book for my teacher team. Great 
discussions,practical suggestions that can be implemented immediately in class for all subjects. This is an engaging 
book.

Learn how to increase rigor so that all students can reach higher levels of learning! With this new edition of a teacher-
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tested best seller, you get practical ideas for increasing text complexity, providing scaffolding during reading 
instruction, creating open-ended projects, and much more. The enhanced second edition provides important 
connections to the Common Core State Standards, plus new sections on problem-based learning, implementation of 
high standards, and working with special-needs students.

"Blackburn makes an important point that the Common Core is as much about how you teach as what you teach. The 
numerous examples provide teachers with useful 'take-aways' which can be immediately transferred to the 
classroom."--Patricia Conner, Ed.D., District Test Coordinator, Berryville Public Schools, ARFrom the AuthorI was 
very excited to update my bestselling book, Rigor is NOT a Four-Letter Word. nbsp;The new edition includes an 
emphasis on the Common Core State Standards, problem-based learning, and working with students with special 
needs--a section that I fleshed out to become my newest book, Rigor for Students with Special Needs. nbsp;About the 
AuthorBarbara has dedicated her life to raising the level of rigor and motivation for professional educators and 
students alike. What differentiates Barbara's ten books are her easily executable concrete examples based on decades 
of experience as a teacher, professor, and consultant. Barbara's dedication to education was inspired in her early years 
by her parents, Bob and Rose. Her father's doctorate and life-time career as a professor taught her the importance of 
professional training. Her mother's career as school secretary shaped Barbara's appreciation of the effort all staff play 
in the education of every child.Barbara has taught early childhood, elementary, middle, and high school students and 
has served as an educational consultant for three publishing companies. She holds a master's degree in school 
administration and is certified as both a teacher and a school principal in North Carolina. She received her Ph.D. from 
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. In 2006, she received the award for Outstanding Junior Professor at 
Winthrop University. She recently left her position at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte to write and speak 
full-time.In addition to speaking at state and national conferences, she also regularly presents workshops for teachers 
and administrators in elementary, middle, and high schools. Her workshops are lively and engaging and filled with 
practical information. 


