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Joe Burns : Reviving the Strike: Free Kindle Chapter: How Working People Can Regain Power and Transform 
America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Reviving the 
Strike: Free Kindle Chapter: How Working People Can Regain Power and Transform America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I have recommended this book to other activists and labor leadersBy 
thewazArguably the most important book on the current state of the labor movement, how we got here, and what we 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0054LXSPY


need to fix it. As a union activist and leader in my local union, I have recommended this book to other activists and 
labor leaders.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Eye-opening to a young union memberBy John 
GreenThis is a phenomenal contribution to labor studies. I'm recommending it to every site representative (shop 
stewards for teachers) in my local.The whole premise is how to deal with a declining labor movement, hostile 
employers and anti-labor laws. Specifically, why the labor movement has given up on serious strikes why striking will 
be central to reviving organized labor in the U.S.Shutting down your workplace is the most genuinely effective power 
that working people have - no workers, no work.Burns' book provides a ton of examples from labor struggles of the 
20th and 21st century without getting bogged down. His analysis of the 'War Zone' in Illinois is particularly helpful 
because it reflects (on a much bigger scale) the type of struggles I've witnessed as a relatively young person, e.g. 
corporate campaigns, symbolic pickets, limited civil disobedience, and so on. In an era of labor's decline, I've never 
witnessed a traditional, open-ended strike that shut down production. This book is eye-opening.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. EnlighteningBy CustomerIn my opinion a well written, interesting publication.The argument 
made by Mr. Burns is a compelling one.I'm really glad I have this book.

If the American labor movement is to rise again, it will not be as a result of electing Democrats, the passage of 
legislation, or improved methods of union organizing. Rather, workers will need to rediscover the power of the strike. 
Not the ineffectual strike of today, where employees meekly sit on picket lines waiting for scabs to take their jobs, but 
the type of strike capable of grinding industries to a haltmdash;the kind employed up until the 1960s.In Reviving the 
Strike, union negotiator Joe Burns draws on labor economics, history, and current analysis to show how only a 
campaign of civil disobedience can overcome an illegitimate system of labor control that has been specifically 
constructed over the past thirty years to reign in the power of the American worker. The book challenges prevailing 
views within the labor movement that say that tactics such as organizing workers or amending labor law can resolve 
the crisis of the American worker. Instead, Reviving the Strike offers a fundamentally different solution to the current 
labor crisis, showing how collective bargaining backed by a strike capable of inflicting economic harm upon an 
employer is the only way for workers to break free of the repressive system that has been inflicted upon them for the 
past three decades.Joe Burns is a veteran union negotiator and labor lawyer, and a former local union president. For 
the past decade, he has negotiated labor contracts in the airline and health care industries. He has a law degree from 
the New York University School of Law.

"Reviving the Strike is a primer for every trade unionist tired of being the victim."--In These Times"An effective and 
provocative historical approach to a complex problem: How do working Americans and their unions reverse the 
decline in living standards and employment security in the global economy?"--Larry Cohen, International President of 
the Communication Workers of America"American employers think that the strike is pretty much dead. On our side of 
the bargaining table, too many unions seem to agree. Joe Burn's new book explains why this traditional tool of worker 
struggle is still relevant and how it can be used effectively in the 21st century. Reviving The Strike deserves a wide 
labor audience. Union members should not go into bargaining without it!"--Steve Early, author of The Civil Wars in 
US Labor. 


