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Sophie Laws, Caroline Harper, Nicola Jones, Rachel Marcus : Research for Development: A Practical Guide 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Research for 
Development: A Practical Guide: 

Research for Development offers a comprehensive guide to commissioning, managing and undertaking research in 
development work. It serves both as a practical reference manual and an indispensable learning tool.Divided into three 
parts, the book provides a complete overview of the research process spanning:- the uses, planning and management of 
research- reviewing existing evidence- learning development research skills- choosing research methods - undertaking 
ethical research- writing an effective research report- promoting research uptake and assessing research- monitoring 
and evaluationThis fully revised second edition also includes a new section on how to use the internet for research. Its 
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16 chapters are enriched by a variety of international case studies, checklists of key points, learning exercises, helpful 
references to further reading and engaging illustrations. The book also includes a detailed glossary of terms.Drawing 
on considerable hands-on experience, Research for Development is an ideal practical companion for students of 
development studies and public policy, as well as practitioners in the field. Cover image copy; Jenny Matthews / 
World Vision/ PhotoVoice From PhotoVoice's See it Our Way project, Pakistan For more information visit 
www.photovoice.org

Written by professional researchers, this immensely practical book provides development workers with a more 
research-oriented point of view, so that they can avoid mistakes in the design of programmes. It will also help them to 
understand people's needs and respond accordingly' - "The Asian Age " It is a beautiful and comprehensive 
compilation giving scores of instances that prove the essentiality if carrying out a survey of a particular locality for 
bringing about a change there' - "Rafique Jalal, DAWN Drawing from their wide experience, the authors showcase 
examples from various fields including poverty studies, child trafficking, environmental issues, health and sanitation, 
and gender studies. This ensures that the book appeals to a wide range of development researchers and 
practitioners.[...] The clear, engaging written style is suited both to readers looking for an overview of certain research 
approaches, as well as those with more time who can engage with the exercises in each chapter. The chapters are 
punctuated with real-life examples and case studies that will help a novice development researcher envision what their 
own research may look like in the field.--Chandni Singh (10/22/2013)In the decade since it was first published, 
Research for Development has become the 'go to' text for development practitioners, students and researchers alike. 
This substantially revised second edition is even better: brought fully up to date with many new topics and chapters, 
this book is comprehensive, authoritative and highly informative. Whether one is seeking a quick definition or brief 
explanation of a subject, or needing a more detailed guide to how to go about doing research for development, this 
book is quite simply indispensible.David LewisProfessor of Social Policy and Development, London School of 
Economics Political Science Research for Development is undoubtedly the best guide to its subject that we have. The 
first edition has become an indispensable work of reference for development researchers and practitioners engaged in 
commissioning and managing research. Oxfam staff around the world have benefitted from its use, and all of us are 
looking forward to the publication of the new edition. Sophie Laws, Caroline Harper, Nicola Jones and Rachel Marcus 
are to be congratulated for the work they have put into updating the text and keeping it relevant to the ever-changing 
demands of development research, and for their contribution to our common goal of making the world a better 
place..Duncan GreenSenior Strategic Adviser, Oxfam Drawing from their wide experience, the authors showcase 
examples from various fields including poverty studies, child trafficking, environmental issues, health and sanitation, 
and gender studies. This ensures that the book appeals to a wide range of development researchers and 
practitioners.[...] The clear, engaging written style is suited both to readers looking for an overview of certain research 
approaches, as well as those with more time who can engage with the exercises in each chapter. The chapters are 
punctuated with real-life examples and case studies that will help a novice development researcher envision what their 
own research may look like in the field.--Chandni Singh (10/22/2013) In the decade since it was first published, 
Research for Development has become the prime;go toprime; text for development practitioners, students and 
researchers alike. This substantially revised second edition is even better: brought fully up to date with many new 
topics and chapters, this book is comprehensive, authoritative and highly informative. Whether one is seeking a quick 
definition or brief explanation of a subject, or needing a more detailed guide to how to go about doing research for 
development, this book is quite simply indispensible.David LewisProfessor of Social Policy and Development, 
London School of Economics Political Science Research for Development is undoubtedly the best guide to its subject 
that we have. The first edition has become an indispensable work of reference for development researchers and 
practitioners engaged in commissioning and managing research. Oxfam staff around the world have benefitted from its 
use, and all of us are looking forward to the publication of the new edition. Sophie Laws, Caroline Harper, Nicola 
Jones and Rachel Marcus are to be congratulated for the work they have put into updating the text and keeping it 
relevant to the ever-changing demands of development research, and for their contribution to our common goal of 
making the world a better place..Duncan GreenSenior Strategic Adviser, Oxfam nbsp; Drawing from their wide 
experience, the authors showcase examples from various fields including poverty studies, child trafficking, 
environmental issues, health and sanitation, and gender studies. This ensures that the book appeals to a wide range of 
development researchers and practitioners.[...] The clear, engaging written style is suited both to readers looking for an 
overview of certain research approaches, as well as those with more time who can engage with the exercises in each 
chapter. The chapters are punctuated with real-life examples and case studies that will help a novice development 
researcher envision what their own research may look like in the field. (Chandni Singh 2013-10-22)About the 
AuthorSophie Laws is Head of Policy and Research at Coram, the UKrsquo;s first-ever childrenrsquo;s charity. 
Caroline Harper is Head of the Social Development Programme at the Overseas Development Institute (ODI). Nicola 
Jones is a Research Fellow in the Social Development Programme at the ODI. Rachel Marcus is an Independent 



Researcher. 


