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Donna Dickenson : Property in the Body: Feminist Perspectives (Cambridge Law, Medicine and Ethics)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Property in the Body: 
Feminist Perspectives (Cambridge Law, Medicine and Ethics): 

New developments in biotechnology radically alter our relationship with our bodies. Body tissues can now be used for 
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commercial purposes, while external objects, such as pacemakers, can become part of the body. Property in the Body: 
Feminist Perspectives transcends the everyday responses to such developments, suggesting that what we most fear is 
the feminisation of the body. We fear our bodies are becoming objects of property, turning us into things rather than 
persons. This 2007 book evaluates how well-grounded this fear is, and suggests innovative models of regulating what 
has been called 'the new Gold Rush' in human tissue. This is an up-to-date and wide-ranging synthesis of market 
developments in body tissue, bringing together bioethics, feminist theory and lessons from countries that have resisted 
commercialisation of the body, in a theoretically sophisticated and practically significant approach.

Advance praise: 'Skilfully written, this second edition provides new examples and a sharpening of Dickenson's 
theoretical analysis. Informative and thought-provoking, this book is accessible to anyone concerned about the way 
that new technologies allow the objectification and commodification of our bodies in the twenty-first century.' Jane 
Kaye, University of OxfordAdvance praise: 'With her customary perspicacity and analytic rigour, Dickenson 
interrogates the innumerable ways that women's bodies are made profitable by and for the commercial life sciences. 
She combines an enormous depth of knowledge about the intricacies of property law with an impressive breadth of 
familiarity with the most current developments in fertility treatments, stem cell research, genomics and tissue banking. 
She makes us think about the biomedical commons, and ways we might pursue a common good approach to 
biomedical research.' Catherine Waldby, Australian National UniversityAbout the AuthorDonna Dickenson is 
Emeritus Professor of Medical Ethics and Humanities at Birkbeck College, University of London. In 2006, she 
became the first woman to receive the International Spinoza Lens Award for her contribution on public debate in 
ethics. 


