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Huey T. (Tsyh) Chen : Practical Program Evaluation: Theory-Driven Evaluation and the Integrated Evaluation 
Perspective  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Practical 
Program Evaluation: Theory-Driven Evaluation and the Integrated Evaluation Perspective: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Foundation of Program EvaluationBy CoExistanceI have been 
reading this for school and so far it is more of an introductory course into program evaluation and what it 
encompasses. I am coming from a background of very limited knowledge for program assessments and evaluation so 
this book has been helpful. The terminology is easy to follow and can be in some sense rhetorical. However, being an 
introductory course this may be expected.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book. The chapter 
overviewing the action and change ...By BookGreat book. The chapter overviewing the action and change models is 
outstanding and completely justifies the cost of the book. I plan to use this book in my program development and 
evaluation course next semester.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Early textbookBy Carla 
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LucasThank you for this book. Thank you so much.

The Second Edition of Practical Program Evaluation shows readers how to systematically identify stakeholdersrsquo; 
needs in order to select the evaluation options best suited to meet those needs. Within his discussion of the various 
evaluation types, Huey T. Chen details a range of evaluation approaches suitable for use across a programrsquo;s life 
cycle. At the core of program evaluation is its body of concepts, theories, and methods. This revised edition provides 
an overview of these, and includes expanded coverage of both introductory and more cutting-edge techniques within 
six new chapters. Illustrated throughout with real-world examples that bring the material to life, the Second Edition 
provides many new tools to enrich the evaluatorrsquo;s toolbox.nbsp; nbsp;ldquo;In this eminently readable book, 
Chen presents a strong matrix framework for conceptualizing a full range of evaluation strategies and 
approacheshellip; The writing is exceptionally clear, accessible to novice evaluators, and, because it is fair-minded and 
principled, of relevance to seasoned evaluators as well.rdquo;nbsp;nbsp;mdash;Jennifer Greene, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign nbsp;nbsp;"Professor Chen's Second Edition of Practical Program Evaluation sets a new 
standard for providing a variety of systematic frameworks for conducting highnbsp;qualitynbsp;program 
evaluations.nbsp;The readers will come away with a detailed understanding of both conventional and cutting-edge 
approaches.nbsp;It is a must-read for practicing program evaluators, evaluation scholars, and students of 
evaluation."nbsp;mdash;Stewart I. Donaldson, Claremont Graduate University nbsp;"Chen brings decades of 
evaluation and experience to this new edition. He continues his innovative and pragmatic thinking about evaluation, 
including identifying, constructing, and testing theories that can work in practice. Dr. Chen shows how to blend 
formative and summative evaluation, process and outcome evaluation, theory and action, and much 
more.rdquo;nbsp;mdash;R. Burke Johnson, University of South Alabama nbsp;ldquo;Dr. Chenrsquo;s latest effort 
offers evaluators a thoughtful expansion on the topics addressed in Practical Program Evaluation (2005) in terms of 
program theory, logic modeling, and his evaluation typology. New chapters gleaned from the field reveal solution sets 
for overcoming challenges in a variety of contexts while still balancing scientific and stakeholder needs. This new 
work provides a solid foundation for the further development of an evaluatorrsquo;s acumen.rdquo;nbsp;mdash;Gregg 
M. Gascon, Ohio State University nbsp;ldquo;Chen has the best conceptual framework, and the quality of his writing 
and analysis are superb. He takes the reader through the essential steps in evaluation, with particularly valuable 
treatment of stakeholder involvement.rdquo;nbsp;mdash;Mario A. Rivera, University of New Mexico

The strength of this text is its coverage of practical concerns for consideration by practitioners who are envisioning, 
planning, and executing program evaluations.--C.W. CowlesChen has the best conceptual framework, and the quality 
of his writing and analysis are superb. He takes the reader through the essential steps in evaluation, with particularly 
valuable treatment of stakeholder involvement.--Mario A. RiveraIn this eminently readable book, Huey Chen presents 
a strong matrix framework for conceptualizing a full range of evaluation strategies and approaches. This matrix, which 
serves to organize the book, crosses four main phases of program development with an improvement (constructive) or 
an accountability (conclusive) function for evaluation. Each cell of the matrix is described in practical detail and richly 
illustrated with examples from Professor Chen's extensive field experience. The final more advanced section of the 
book foregrounds Professor's Chen's long-standing commitment to theory-driven evaluation. The writing is 
exceptionally clear, accessible to novice evaluators, and because it is fair-minded and principled, of relevance to 
seasoned evaluators as well.--Jennifer GreeneProfessor Chen's Second Edition of Practical Program Evaluation sets a 
new standard for providing a variety of systematic frameworks for conducting high quality program evaluations. The 
readers will come away with a detailed understanding of both conventional and cutting edge approaches. It is a must 
read for practicing program evaluators, evaluation scholars, and students of evaluation.--Stewart I. DonaldsonHuey 
Chen brings decades of evaluation and experience to this new edition. He continues his innovative and pragmatic 
thinking about evaluation including identifying, constructing, and testing theories that can work in practice. Dr. Chen 
shows how to blend formative and summative evaluation, process and outcome evaluation, theory and action, and 
much more. If one desires to articulate and build program theories that work, from the bottom up, and conduct 
effective evaluations, this rigorous and practical book is for you. --R. Burke JohnsonDr. Chen's latest effort offers 
evaluators a thoughtful expansion on the topics addressed in Practical Program Evaluation (2005) in terms of program 
theory, logic modeling and his evaluation typology. New chapters gleaned from the field reveal solution sets for 
overcoming challenges in a variety of contexts while still balancing scientific and stakeholder needs. This new work 
provides a solid foundation for the further development of an evaluator's acumen. --Gregg Gascon"The strength of this 
text is its coverage of practical concerns for consideration by practitioners who are envisioning, planning, and 
executing program evaluations."--C.W. Cowles, Central Michigan University"Professor Chen's Second Edition of 
Practical Program Evaluation sets a new standard for providing a variety of systematic frameworks for conducting 
high quality program evaluations. The readers will come away with a detailed understanding of both conventional and 
cutting-edge approaches. It is a must-read for practicing program evaluators, evaluation scholars, and students of 
evaluation."--Stewart I. Donaldson, Claremont Graduate University"Chen has the best conceptual framework, and the 



quality of his writing and analysis are superb. He takes the reader through the essential steps in evaluation, with 
particularly valuable treatment of stakeholder involvement."--Mario A. Rivera, University of New Mexico"In this 
eminently readable book, Chen presents a strong matrix framework for conceptualizing a full range of evaluation 
strategies and approaches... The writing is exceptionally clear, accessible to novice evaluators, and, because it is fair-
minded and principled, of relevance to seasoned evaluators as well."--Jennifer Greene, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign"Professor Chen's Second Edition of Practical Program Evaluation sets a new standard for providing a 
variety of systematic frameworks for conducting high quality program evaluations. The readers will come away with a 
detailed understanding of both conventional and cutting-edge approaches. It is a must-read for practicing program 
evaluators, evaluation scholars, and students of evaluation."--Stewart I. Donaldson, Claremont Graduate 
University"Huey Chen brings decades of evaluation and experience to this new edition. He continues his innovative 
and pragmatic thinking about evaluation including identifying, constructing, and testing theories that can work, that is, 
practical theories. Dr. Chen shows how to blend formative and summative evaluation, process and outcome 
evaluation, theory and action, and much more. If one desires to articulate and build program theories that work, from 
the bottom up, and conduct effective evaluations, this rigorous and practical book is for you."--R. Burke Johnson, 
University of South Alabama"Dr. Chen's latest effort offers evaluators a thoughtful expansion on the topics addressed 
in Practical Program Evaluation (2005) in terms of program theory, logic modeling, and his evaluation typology. New 
chapters gleaned from the field reveal solution sets for overcoming challenges in a variety of contexts while still 
balancing scientific and stakeholder needs. This new work provides a solid foundation for the further development of 
an evaluator's acumen." --Gregg M. Gascon, Ohio State University "The strength of this text is its coverage of 
practical concerns for consideration by practitioners who arenbsp;envisioning, planning, and executing program 
evaluations." (C.W. Cowles, Central Michigan University)"Chen has the best conceptual framework, and the quality of 
his writing and analysis are superb. He takes the reader through the essential steps in evaluation, with particularly 
valuable treatment of stakeholder involvement." (Mario A. Rivera, University of New Mexico)"In this eminently 
readable book, Chen presents a strong matrix framework for conceptualizing a full range of evaluation strategies and 
approacheshellip; The writing is exceptionally clear, accessible to novice evaluators, and, because it is fair-minded and 
principled, of relevance to seasoned evaluators as well." (Jennifer Greene, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign)"Professor Chenprime;s Second Edition of Practical Program Evaluation sets a new standard for providing 
a variety of systematic frameworks for conducting highnbsp;qualitynbsp;program evaluations.nbsp;The readers will 
come away with a detailed understanding of both conventional and cutting-edge approaches.nbsp;It is a must-read for 
practicing program evaluators, evaluation scholars, and students of evaluation." (Stewart I. Donaldson, Claremont 
Graduate University)"Huey Chen brings decades of evaluation and experience to this new edition. He continues his 
innovative and pragmatic thinking about evaluation including identifying, constructing, and testing theories that can 
work, that is, practical theories. Dr. Chen shows how to blend formative and summative evaluation, process and 
outcome evaluation, theory and action, and much more. If one desires to articulate and build program theories that 
work, from the bottom up, and conduct effective evaluations, this rigorous and practical book is for you." (R. Burke 
Johnson, University of South Alabama)"Dr. Chenrsquo;s latest effort offers evaluators a thoughtful expansion on the 
topics addressed in Practical Program Evaluation (2005) in terms of program theory, logic modeling, and his 
evaluation typology. New chapters gleaned from the field reveal solution sets for overcoming challenges in a variety 
of contexts while still balancing scientific and stakeholder needs. This new work provides a solid foundation for the 
further development of an evaluatorrsquo;s acumen." (Gregg M. Gascon, Ohio State University)About the 
AuthorHuey T. Chen has been a Professor at the University of Alabama at Birmingham since 2002.nbsp; He was born 
and raised in Taiwan.nbsp; Dr. Chen worked at the University of Akron until 1997, when he joined the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as the chief of an evaluation branch. Dr. Chen had taken a leadership role in 
designing and implementing a national evaluation system for assessing the CDC funded HIV prevention programs, 
which are based in health departments and community organizations.nbsp; Dr. Chen has contributed to the 
development of evaluation theory and methodology, especially in the areas of program theory and theory-driven 
evaluations. His book, Theory-Driven Evaluations, has been recognized as one of the landmarks in program 
evaluation.nbsp; In 1998 he received the Senior Biomedical Research Service Award from the CDC. He is also the 
1993 recipient of the Paul F. Lazarsfeld Award for contributions to Evaluation Theory from the American Evaluation 
Association. 


