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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Slight But PowerfulBy Dr. D. E. McCleanLisa Newton's little book 
should be read by every serious politician, every student of management, and every business executive. I would also 
add that it should be read by every philosopher with an interest in writing clear and powerful prose, and with an 
interest in being relevant outside of the academy. Newton's explications of the nature of conservatism and liberalism, 
of "values," and of human motivations are mature and insightful, even if sketchy. Rare for a philosopher, she is 
unafraid to use the language of sin in her treatment of the business scandals of recent years, and this allows her to 
connect with a much wider swath of readers. Her insights into human psychology are akin to those of the acclaimed 
cognitive scientist (and political consultant) George Lakoff (whose books I also recommend); and her understanding 
of liberalism and conservatism resonate with the insights of thinkers on both sides of the political spectrum. If we are 
going to get a handle on what causes cycle after cycle of scandal in the business world, we will need to come to terms 
with what Lisa Newton is trying to get us to see in this slim but powerful book. I will be using it in my various courses 
in social and business ethics for as long as it stays in print.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
book!By Patricia Faith DiazI bought this book for research in one of my PhD classes. It provided the background I 
needed and I enjoyed reading it...it was really eye-opening!

Citing recent examples including Enron, Arthur Andersen, and WorldCom, Permission to Steal explores what went 
wrong and advocates a universal reassessment of what is considered ldquo;goodrdquo; in corporate America.A 
fascinating exploration of the recent corporate scandals which have rocked the global business community. Written 
with sharp and compelling style, suitable for students, professionals, and general readers. Companion website offers 
discussion points for the book as well as an up-to-date chronology of ongoing corporate scandals. 

ldquo;This is an excellent book that reveals the roots of corporate scandal from a philosopherrsquo;s viewpoint.nbsp; 
Since it is intended as an introduction to the topic for the general public, it is written to be easily portable and 
accessible to general readers.rdquo;nbsp; (Journal of Business Ethics, 12 November 2012) "Permission to Steal is a 
delectable little book, well thought out, fast-paced, and easy to read. In just one hundred pages, Newton traverses the 
diverse landscape of juicy journalism, deep philosophical analysis, and practical moral education of the public. I have 
no hesitation in recommending this as a good and worthwhile read..." Ethical Perspectives "Permission to Steal is hard-
hitting, insightful, passionate, and refreshingly readable. It is a must-read for all citizens who care about ethics in 
business and a more healthy society." --W. Michael Hoffman, Bentley College "This book blends the insight of a first-
rate philosopher with the moral outrage that every citizen should feel about the wave of recent corporate scandals. 
Newton minces no words in addressing the fundamental questions that every person should ask: What went wrong? 
Why was it wrong? How did it happen?" --Joe DesJardins, Executive Director, Society for Business Ethics 
"Permission to Steal reads like a whodunit: once you start reading it, you will find it difficult to put down. A crisp 
outlining of corporate scandals moves seamlessly to an analysis of their causes. Newton concludes with seven tasks to 
bring our society to a point where we can lsquo;trust our nationrsquo;s wealthiest not to rob us.rsquo; Bravo to the 
author: all will learn from her in this delightful read." --Ronald Duska, American College Center for Ethics in 
Financial Services "Permission to Steal is hard-hitting, insightful, passionate, and refreshingly readable. It is a must-
read for all citizens who care about ethics in business and a more healthy society."--W. Michael Hoffman, Bentley 
College"This book blends the insight of a first-rate philosopher with the moral outrage that every citizen should feel 
about the wave of recent corporate scandals. Newton minces no words in addressing the fundamental questions that 
every person should ask: What went wrong? Why was it wrong? How did it happen?"--Joe DesJardins, Executive 
Director, Society for Business Ethics "Permission to Steal reads like a whodunit: once you start reading it, you will 
find it difficult to put down. A crisp outlining of corporate scandals moves seamlessly to an analysis of their causes. 
Newton concludes with seven tasks to bring our society to a point where we can lsquo;trust our nationrsquo;s 
wealthiest not to rob us.rsquo; Bravo to the author: all will learn from her in this delightful read."--Ronald Duska, 
American College Center for Ethics in Financial ServicesFrom the Back CoverAmerican culture applauds those who 
will do anything to make it to the top. The past few decades have seen success redefined in terms of more wealth and 
power than ever before. The deification of top earners, and an acceptance of life without limits, has helped pave the 
way for the eventual corruption of the corporate system. Corrupted by greed and driven by self-interest, those who had 
reached the pinnacle levels of success felt justified to venture beyond integrity, forgoing compassion and scruples, in 
search of profit. They were above the law ndash; that is, until they were caught. Permission to Steal begins much-
needed reflection upon the disgraces that have taken place right under our noses. This succinct book explores what 
went wrong in recent corporate disgraces,among them the Enron, Arthur Andersen, and WorldCom scandals, and 
advocates a universal reassessment of what is considered ldquo;goodrdquo; in corporate America so that we 
wonrsquo;t again fall victim to corporate thieves. 


