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Contemporary India (South Asia Across the Disciplines):

Over the past few decades, India has experienced a sudden and spectacular urban transformation. Gleaming business
complexes encroach on fields and villages. Giant condominium communities offer gated security, indoor gyms, and
pristine pools. Spacious, air-conditioned malls have sprung up alongside open-air markets.nbsp;In Landscapes of
Accumulation, Llerena Guiu Searle examines Indiarsquo;s booming devel opments and offers a nuanced ethnographic
treatment of late capitalism. Indiarsquo;s land, she shows, israpidly transforming from a site of agricultural and
industrial production to an international financial resource. Drawing on intensive fieldwork with investors, devel opers,
real estate agents, and others, Searle documents the new private sector partnerships and practices that are transforming
Indiarsquo;s built environment, as well as widely shared stories of growth and development that themselves create self-
fulfilling prophecies of success. Asaresult, Indiarsquo;s cities are becoming ever more inaccessible to the
countryrsquo;s poor. Landscapes of Accumulation will be awelcome contribution to the international study of
neoliberalism, finance, and urban development and will be of particular interest to those studying rapidmdash;and
perhaps unsustai nablemdash;devel opment across the Global South.

"L andscapes of Accumulationnbsp;is atremendous work showcasing years of ethnographic research that Searle
conducted in the National Capital Region of northern India.nbsp;In each chapter, she further illuminates an aspect of
the commodification of Indian land, of the development of infrastructure in Indiaintended not to make life better for
Indians but instead to fill the pockets of international financiers (and their local cronies on the ground in India). Asa
whole, the book is one of the more damning portraits of the mechanisms through which capitalism distorts humanity,
shackling humans with sociopolitical structures that define personhood as commodity. We are what we buy."



