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Margaret Gray : Labor and the Locavore: The Making of a Comprehensive Food Ethic  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Labor and the Locavore: The Making of a 
Comprehensive Food Ethic: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Local agriculture should also be organic and fairBy Elizabeth 
HendersonImportant book for NY organic farmers and their supporters to read! Gray's study underlines the importance 
of keeping fairness (fair pricing for farm products and fair treatment and living wages for all food workers) as an 
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integral part of organic farming.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great perspective on the local food 
movementBy Tom WangUnlike most books that totally glorify the food movement, Gray takes an interesting stab at 
labor conditions of farm workers. This book kept me entertained the entire time while also informatively revealing 
another side of "local" that's important to keep in mind.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highly 
recommended for folks who want to learn about the men ...By Ian ManheimerThe singular book for learning about 
New York farmworkers...and beyond. Meticulously researched and well articulated. Highly recommended for folks 
who want to learn about the men and women that provide our food.

In the blizzard of attention around the virtues of local food production, food writers and activists place environmental 
protection, animal welfare, and saving small farms at the forefront of their attention. Yet amid this turn to wholesome 
and responsible food choices, the lives and working conditions of farmworkers are often an afterthought.Labor and the 
Locavore focuses on one of the most vibrant local food economies in the country, the Hudson Valley that supplies 
New York restaurants and farmers markets. Based on more than a decadersquo;s in-depth interviews with workers, 
farmers, and others, Grayrsquo;s examination clearly shows how the currency of agrarian values serves to mask the 
labor concerns of an already hidden workforce. She also explores the historical roots of farmworkersrsquo; 
predicaments and examines the ethnic shift from Black to Latino workers. With an analysis that can be applied to local 
food concerns around the country, this book challenges the reader to consider how the mentality of the alternative food 
movements implies a comprehensive food ethic that addresses workersrsquo; concerns.

"By teasing out the complications of a single sliver of the 'alternative' food system, Labor and the Locavore points the 
way forward for foodies." 


