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Trade, Production, and Consumption in England, 1640-1845: 

Ashworth traces the growth of customs and excise, and their integral role in shaping the framework of industrial 
England. He examines their influence on elements such as state power, technical advance, and the evolution of a 
consumer society. If there was a unique pathway of industrialization, it was less a distinct entrepreneurial and techno-
centric culture, than one predominantly defined within an institutional framework spearheaded by the excise and a 
wall of tariffs.

"Ashworth provides us with a rewarding analysis of the role of customs and excise in the making of modern British 
economy. Because of his focus, he offers the grit that many of the preceding works on the fiscal-military lack. 
Ashworth has written a model book well worth studying by anyone interested in any aspect of the long eighteenth 
century."--David Hancock, Journal of Modern History"This book is impressive both in its chronological span and its 
attention to detail. Ashworth has undoubtedly made an important contribution to our understanding of the development 
of Britain's state institutions and economy."--American Historical "An ambitious book with a wide scope both 
thematically and chronologically. It provides a comprehensive description of the origins, development and demise of a 
mode of taxation, namely the fiscal regime of the English/British State from the formation of the Excise Excise in the 
1640's to the introduction of income tax some two hundred years later."-- EH-NETAbout the AuthorWilliam J. 
Ashworth is a Lecturer in History, University of Liverpool. 


