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Rose J. Spalding : Contesting Tradein Central America: Market Reform and Resistance before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Contesting Trade in Central America: Market

Reform and Resistance:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must Read for Central American ScholarsBy carlos dentonVery
few serious scholars study and write about Central America and, as aresult, it was a pleasure to find Spalding's book
and to have her share her visioacute;n of the dynamics which led to the signing of the Central American Free Trade


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00IV6B93C

Agreement CAFTA with the United States. Her well documented study of how different groups responded to the
proposal to enter into this relationship is worth reading and forms part of the literatura about the regioacute;n. Thisisa
book for scholars and it provides an unusually accurate visioacute;n of the dynamics of Central American politics.

In 2004, the United States, five Central American countries, and the Dominican Republic signed the Central American
Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), signaling the region's commitment to a neoliberal economic model. For many,
however, neoliberalism had lost its luster as the new century dawned, and resistance movements began to gather force.
Contesting Trade in Central Americais the first book-length study of the debate over CAFTA, tracing the agreement's
drafting, its passage, and its aftermath across Central America.Rose J. Spalding draws on nearly two hundred
interviews with representatives from government, business, civil society, and social movements to analyze the
relationship between the advance of free market reform in Central America and the parallel rise of resistance
movements. She views this dynamic through the lens of Karl Polanyi's "double movement” theory, which posits that
significant shifts toward market economics will trigger oppositional, self-protective social countermovements.
Examining the negotiations, political dynamics, and agents involved in the passage of CAFTA in CostaRica, El
Salvador, and Nicaragua, Spalding argues that CAFTA served as a high-profile symbol against which Central
American oppositions could rally. Ultimately, she writes, post-neoliberal reform "involves not just the design of
appropriate policy mixes and sequences, but also the hard work of building sustainable and inclusive political
coalitions, onesthat prioritize the quality of social bonds over raw economic freedom."

"The book provides us with a nuancedmdash;and balancedmdash;account that illustrates the ways in which the distinct
political and economic histories of these three countries led to the process unfolding in varied ways among them. . . .
Thisisavery important contribution to the literature about market opening in Latin America" (Laura Enriacute;quez,
Professor of Sociology, University of California, Berkeley)"This work makes a significant contribution to the field in a
number of ways. . . . Scholars of social movements will be particularly interested in the rich discussion of the
grassroots mabilization against CAFTA, which draws on both transnational social movement (TSM) theory and
framing analysis. . . . Thisbook will be obligatory reading for anyone interested in free trade and social movement
organizing in Central America." (Richard Stahler-Sholk, Professor of Political Science, Eastern Michigan University)
"The book provides us with a nuancedmdash;and balancedmdash;account that illustrates the ways in which the distinct
political and economic histories of these three countries led to the process unfolding in varied ways among them. . . .
Thisisavery important contribution to the literature about market opening in Latin America" (Laura Enriacute;quez,
Professor of Sociology, University of California, Berkeley)"This work makes a significant contribution to thefield in a
number of ways. . . . Scholars of social movements will be particularly interested in the rich discussion of the
grassroots mobilization against CAFTA, which draws on both transnational social movement (TSM) theory and
framing analysis. . . . This book will be obligatory reading for anyone interested in free trade and social movement
organizing in Central America." (Richard Stahler-Sholk, Professor of Political Science, Eastern Michigan
University)About the AuthorRose J. Spalding is Professor of Political Science at DePaul University. Her previous
books include Capitalists and Revolution in Nicaragua and The Political Economy of Revolutionary Nicaragua.



