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Francisco Panizza : Contemporary Latin America: Development and Democracy beyond the Washington 
Consensus  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Contemporary Latin America: Development and Democracy beyond the Washington Consensus: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good bookBy BDMJMaybe it's the subject or the fact that I lack a 
degree in economics, but I have trouble understanding everything the author is saying. Overall, he seems balanced 
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though. He presents a topic (e.g. the role of the IMF in Latin America) and explores both sides of it. He does a fairly 
decent job of not choosing one side or the other. If I had to guess, I'd peg him as more of a critic of economic 
liberalism than a fan. He seems to explain liberalism's weaknesses more emphatically than he criticizes them; he also 
seems to explain the benefits of centrally-controlled economies more emphatically than he criticizes them. Overall, 
however, he presents both sides of every issue.This book is not bathroom reading. It's kind of thick, and seems to 
assume a great deal of foreknowledge regarding national economies.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great. The book is very interesting and the languages ...By EGNA SIDUMOGreat.The book is very interesting and the 
languages very simple. Really relevant to understand latin Ameacute;rica.0 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. InterestingBy BaltsarA very interesting book that teaches about how latin america came to be where they are 
now and the relation to the us

Latin America has changed dramatically over the past few years. While the 1990s were dominated by the politically 
orthodoxy of the Washington Consensus and the political uniformity of centre right governments the first decade of 
the new century is being characterised by the emergence of a plurality of economic and political alternatives.In an 
overview of the history of the region over the past twenty-five years this book traces the intellectual and political 
origins of the Washington Consensus, assesses its impact on democracy and economic development and discusses 
whether the emergence of a variety of left-wing governments in the region represents a clear break with the politics 
and policies of the Washington Consensus. Clearly written and rigorously argued the book will be of interest to 
academics, students of Latin American politics and anybody interested in understanding contemporary Latin America.

"This book is an authoritative, nuanced, and comprehensive treatment of the major economic and political 
developments in Latin America over the last three decades. Analyzing regional trends for over three decades, it is 
impressive in its reach as well as depth of coverage. Panizza brings much perspective and balance to bear on some of 
the most contentious issues facing Latin America in contemporary times." --Wendy Hunter, University of Texas 


