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Lawrence B. Lindsey : Conspiracies of the Ruling Class: How to Break Their Grip Forever  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Conspiracies of the Ruling Class: How to 
Break Their Grip Forever: 

80 of 89 people found the following review helpful. Born-again libertarian discovers The Ruling ClassBy David 
WinebergItrsquo;s a little uncomfortable to read Lawrence Lindsey on the Ruling Class, as if he were a rugged, 
freedom-loving libertarian. He admits up front he is a total Washington insider and part of the problem. With that out 
of the way, Conspiracies is a fascinating trip into restoring exceptionalism. It often makes terrific sense, though his 
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cherry-picking of facts is frequently out of context and often wrong. His main discovery is that the USA has been 
taken over by a Ruling Class with its own agenda, far from the prescriptions of the constitution.He gets many things 
right: America is ldquo;a nation where laws and law enforcement are used against the public instead of for 
them.rdquo; Today, police seize more cash and assets (and keep it for themselves) than is lost through robberies. 
Nobody admires that America. Another is that Congress needs to regain control of rulemaking. It passes a law and lets 
agencies and corporates take years to come up with regulations for themselves, which is absurd. Congress actually 
does not have the right to give up that power, he says. And term limits would put an end to careerists and a lot of the 
corruption. He is also very much in favor ending the gaming of the system, such as ldquo;extendersrdquo; that pretend 
programs only run for one year, avoiding the necessity of finding offsetting savings. Interestingly for a libertarian, he 
likes the structure of the expert-filled and totally independent Federal Reserve.Oddly, the only constitutional 
amendment Lindsey proposes is to permit anyone to hold any currency in the world, as long as wersquo;re not at war 
with its country. While we can do that now anyway, he says the government could stop it at will, as it did in the 1933 
Depression. With all the things he says are wrong with the government, it is puzzling this is the only constitutional 
amendment we need to fix it. And unfortunately, it misses the reality of money. Money issued by the Fed amounts to 
less than 6% of the dollars in the world. Banks create money at will, inventing and selling new products like 
derivatives that barely exist on paper, and are most certainly not backed by anyone. It is out of control, just like the 
Ruling Class.For Lindsey, the ideal presidential candidate is ldquo;philosophically populist and operationally 
libertarian.rdquo; Sadly, there are no such candidates available, and no party would nominate one. Harry Truman, our 
last president with just a high school education, couldnrsquo;t even get an interview today. Dwight Eisenhower would 
be booed off the stage as not sufficiently rightwing.Where Conspiracies goes wrong is in assuming the Ruling Class is 
ldquo;Progressiverdquo; (Democrat). All the bad presidents seem to be Democrats. He portrays Richard Nixon as a 
victim, sadly enfeebled by Watergate. But Thomas Frank points out in his own excellent attack on Democrats, Listen, 
Liberal:, both parties have restructured as Ruling Classes. The Democrats are all ldquo;Professional Creativesrdquo;, 
highly educated millionaire techie job creators from Harvard, Yale or Stanford. Their single theme is get more 
education and you will succeed - but we canrsquo;t help you. The Republicans covet bootstrap, less educated 
millionaire job creators from large corporations. Their theme is you alone are responsible for your success, so get to 
it - because we canrsquo;t help you. When running for office they all sound populist; itrsquo;s all jobs, values and 
leveling inequality. In office, they revert to type, limiting personal rights, invading privacy, expanding government and 
giving corporations new subsidies and influence. The reason Americans hardly vote any more is that they know, no 
matter how many voters agree on an issue, their elected officials will without fail ignore them.That is the real 
conspiracy of the Ruling Class.David Wineberg0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy AZ 
BaronGreat book real eye opener.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Gives a great insight on how 
lawmakers go about creating policies that ...By bradInteresting read. Gives a great insight on how lawmakers go about 
creating policies that affect your everyday life and pocketbook.

Finally, the truth from a Washington insider: An audacious and desperately needed primer on how Americarsquo;s 
Ruling Class have upended the Constitution and taken over our countrymdash;and how we must unite to regain control 
of our liberty.A Ruling Class have emerged in America against the hopes and designs of our Founders. Over the last 
hundred years, they have rejected the Constitution and expanded their own power, slowly at first and now rapidly. 
These people think that they are smarter than the rest of usmdash;so smart that they can run our lives better than we 
can. But for all the power and resources at their command, they have failed. Miserably. Society has become 
increasingly unequal, even as wersquo;re promised ldquo;equality.rdquo; Our government finances are out of control, 
our basic infrastructure is broken, and education is unaffordable and mediocre. And yet the Ruling Class think the 
solution is for us to allow them ever more control. We can stop thismdash;but to do so we must unite. In this 
ldquo;immensely valuablerdquo; book (MarketWatch), Lawrence Lindsey lays out his plan for how we can use 
common sense to change the way our country is run, eliminating ldquo;government waste and fraud and the 
bureaucratic nightmares made possible by overregulationrdquo; (Kirkus Reviews). We must reawaken the spirit upon 
which America was founded, with liberty for every person to pursue their own dreams.

"If you want to understand the upset that is occurring in American politics, you need to read Lawrence Lindseyrsquo;s 
new book.... Immensely valuable." - MarketWatch "Good bedside reading for the Republican primaries.... Lindsey 
offers a spirited overview of the Constitution's assertion that the preservation of liberty is the only reason for 
government's existence, as well as thoughtful critiques regarding government waste and fraud and the bureaucratic 
nightmares made possible by overregulation." - Kirkus s "Powerful.... Lindseyrsquo;s book reminds us that we need to 
work to break the power grab of our current leaders and replace them with real leaders and statesmen." - Point of View 
ldquo;Lindsey readily acknowledges that he wasmdash;and in many ways remainsmdash;a member of that class. 
Nevertheless, he argues fluidly and forcefully against ithellip;.Lindsey goes well beyond complaints and criticisms, 
offering a remarkably detailed plan to diminish the power of the ruling class.rdquo; - City Journal About the 



AuthorLawrence B. Lindseyrsquo;s career has spanned government, business, and academia. He served under three 
presidents: Ronald Reagan, as senior staff economist for tax policy at the Council of Economic Advisors; George 
H.W. Bush, as Special Assistant for Domestic Economic Policy; and George W. Bush, as Director of the National 
Economic Council. He was a professor at Harvard from 1985 to 1989, governor of the Federal Reserve from 1991 to 
1997, managing director of the consulting group Economic Strategies from 1997 to 2001, and has been CEO of The 
Lindsey Group, a global consulting firm, since 2003. He is the author of Conspiracies of the Ruling Class.Excerpt. 
copy; Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Conspiracies of the Ruling Class Prologue The American public is 
angry. They feel the government has become too intrusive, that government has positioned itself as a true ldquo;nanny 
staterdquo; and has tried to make itself the source of everything people need, from food, to housing, to health care, to 
education, to happiness. They feel that government is taking more and moremdash;more resources, more freedom, and 
more powermdash;and has strayed from how it can best serve them. Public services are misplaced and ineffective. The 
country is in retreat in the world arena. Those in power seem to see government as a vehicle for themselves: an 
opportunity to make a personal mark in history and not as a means of helping Americans lead better lives and pursue 
their dreams. The public is right to feel this way. We have been badly governed, particularly in the last quarter century, 
and the trend is one that is spiraling downward at an accelerating rate. This government has been expanding 
exponentially and has become bloated, unaccountable, out of touch, and replete with fraud, waste, and abuse. My 
father used to tell me that when I pointed a finger at someone else, I was pointing three fingers back at me. So let me 
be up front as I point a finger at what I call the Ruling Class. I was part of the government that hasnrsquo;t governed 
well. I served in policy positions in the White House under three presidents. I was a governor of the US Federal 
Reserve. I was even a professor at Harvard University, which often functions as a government in waiting. So itrsquo;s 
hard for me to pretend that I am some powerless victim who has no responsibility for whatrsquo;s happened. I did 
serve in government. And while I like to think that most of what I did there was well intentioned and produced some 
good results, I also saw plenty of things that werenrsquo;t going as they should. I recognize that I was part of the 
problem. Irsquo;ve also interspersed my three stints of government service with one stint in academiamdash;reflecting 
on that servicemdash;and two in business: as managing director of one company and as the CEO of my own firm. 
Seeing it from the outside as well as the inside has given me a perspective on government that most people donrsquo;t 
havemdash;as well as new ideas for finding solutions. When I was in government, it sure didnrsquo;t seem like I was 
part of a Ruling Class. Most of the people I worked withmdash;in both partiesmdash;viewed themselves as serving in 
government for only part of their lives and certainly not as their lifersquo;s work. When one views oneself that way, 
yoursquo;re hardly thinking the way a ruler would, and you certainly donrsquo;t think of yourself as part of a 
permanent Ruling Class. We were there to get the job done and move on. But there was always a core group of people 
who saw things differently: the experts in bureaucratic politics. They took pleasure in winning battles, not in creating a 
plan that would lead to an effective and efficient outcome. Saddest of all, they came to see themselves as 
ldquo;naturalsrdquo; eminently qualified to be in charge: people who were good at fighting and winning political 
battles and beating enemies into submission. Serving in government was not the means to an end to create a better 
country but an end in itself. The purpose of their government service was to accumulate personal power and to 
exercise that power over others. They didnrsquo;t have a noble cause, even though they always acted as though they 
did, but a hidden need to wield power and maintain control of their little domain. You can tell who they are just from 
watching TV. They enjoy ridiculing their opponents. They tell you how smart they are whenever possible. Some of 
them like to belittle other people, setting them up as straw men just to knock them down. I will leave it to you to figure 
out what this says about them psychologically. Sometimes their personality is so Ruling Class that you donrsquo;t 
even need to watch with the sound on to tell who they are. Just watch their body language: the way they hold their 
head, or the thrust of their jaw. They just know they are superior to you, though they may try to hide it by telling you 
how they are there to help you, as if you needed their help to run your own life. I never took these people too seriously 
until they stopped being content with their own tiny fiefdoms and started turning their attention to the nation and 
people like me. Back in July 2012, President Barack Obama said, ldquo;If yoursquo;ve got a businessmdash;you 
didnrsquo;t build that.rdquo; Well, I did build a business. Senator Elizabeth Warren said, ldquo;There is nobody in this 
country who got rich on his ownmdash;nobody.rdquo; Really? And back in October 2014, as she was unofficially 
kicking off her presidential campaign, former secretary of state Hillary Clinton said, ldquo;Donrsquo;t let anybody tell 
you itrsquo;s corporations and businesses that create jobs.rdquo; Who did, then, the government? Personally, Irsquo;ve 
hired the people who work for me, and my efforts created those jobs, not the government. This is not an isolated 
attitude, but quite widespread among those who now run Washington. These are politicians, appointees, and 
bureaucrats who had spent their lives ensconced in government or at institutions such as Harvard waiting for their 
chance to assume a position of political power. This is a class of like-minded people with similar backgrounds and 
reacute;sumeacute;s with a classic rulerrsquo;s attitude: ldquo;You couldnrsquo;t accomplish that on your own. You 
needed me to do the hard work because I am smarter and better educated than you.rdquo; It seemed to me like such an 
alien way for a real leader to act. If you were leading an organization, would you belittle the people in your 
organization who were the most successful? Wouldnrsquo;t it make more sense to thank and congratulate them for a 



job well done, to encourage them to do even more in the future, and to empower them to achieve more success? It 
would seem to be even more important in the case of a country with an economy that wasnrsquo;t doing so well. A 
real leader would be a cheerleader for accomplishment, not denigrate it. So I began to think of these people as what 
they are: the Ruling Class. They view their jobs not as leaders, who encourage the rest of us to make the most of our 
talents, but as people who are superiormdash;as though they are the shepherds and we the sheep. They ridicule the 
successful and do everything they can to make the population dependent on them. Conspiracies of the Ruling Class is 
the story of how I came to understand the behavior of people with this mind-set. First, we will examine the historical 
roots of the Ruling Class. Our Founding Fathers knew all about them; they rebelled against their tyranny and set up a 
government designed to make it hard for a Ruling Class to assume control. But after a hundred years of trying, it 
seems that the Ruling Class have finally achieved their goals. We might still have the power to dislodge them, but with 
the way things are going, we might not have it for long. Second, we examine the results of the efforts of the Ruling 
Class; the fruit of their labor. If they really were as superior as they think they are, we should live in a trouble-free 
country. The power and resources at their disposal are enormous and, if well deployed, should produce a quality result. 
But that is not the way it is. Because they are rulers and not real leaders, they squander the power and wealth the 
country gives them, and when they fail, they come back and ask for more. Finally, we consider how we can break their 
grip on power. This will not be an easy task. It will require a single-minded focus on restoring liberty and trimming the 
power the Ruling Class have amassed. There is a clear majority that supports the values upon which this country was 
founded, but they must be activated and united. Assuming we can prevail at the ballot box, there are structural changes 
we can make to get America back on track. Mainly, these changes involve undoing some of the many policies and 
positions the Ruling Class created to facilitate their hold on power. We believe that we need to rekindle the vision of 
liberty that was the impetus for our founding in 1776. America is a cause, and not just a country. We need to be a 
beacon of hope and a model for the right way to govern in the twenty-first century. 


