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Ariel Fiszbein, Norbert R. Schady, Francisco H.G. Ferreira, Margaret Grosh, Nial Kelleher, Pedro Olinto, 
Emmanuel Skoufias : Conditional Cash Transfers (Policy Research Reports)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Conditional Cash Transfers (Policy Research Reports): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. author's name is misspelledBy Brendan S. KeleherExcellent and 
timely text. One author's name is misspelled it should be Niall C. Keleher not Nial Kelleher thanks

Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) programs aim to reduce poverty by making welfare programs conditional upon the 
receivers' actions. That is, the government only transfers the money to persons who meet certain criteria. These criteria 
may include enrolling children into public schools, getting regular check-ups at the doctor's office, receiving 
vaccinations, or the like. They have been hailed as a way of reducing inequality and helping households break out of a 
vicious cycle whereby poverty is transmitted from one generation to another. Do these and other claims make sense? 
Are they supported by the available empirical evidence? This volume seeks to answer these and other related 
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questions. Specifically, it lays out a conceptual framework for thinking about the economic rationale for CCTs; it 
reviews the very rich evidence that has accumulated on CCTs; it discusses how the conceptual framework and the 
evidence on impacts should inform the design of CCT programs in practice; and it discusses how CCTs fit in the 
context of broader social policies. The authors show that there is considerable evidence that CCTs have improved the 
lives of poor people and argue that conditional cash transfers have been an effective way of redistributing income to 
the poor. They also recognize that even the best-designed and managed CCT cannot fulfill all of the needs of a 
comprehensive social protection system. They therefore need to be complemented with other interventions, such as 
workfare or employment programs, and social pensions.

"If we are serious about tackling poverty, we must get serious about trying new things. Conditional cash transfer 
programs have proven effective in countries across the globe and New York is proud to be the first American city to 
experiment with the innovative idea. This book provides an up-to-date assessment of CCT programs based on impact 
evaluations studies from across the world. We look forward to adding our evaluation results to an important body of 
research, and continuing our work with partners worldwide to reach our shared goal of breaking cycles of 
intergenerational poverty." --Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor, New York City"This book provides a careful and 
thorough assessment of the knowledge accumulated so far on conditional cash transfer programs; it will inform and 
orient academic economists and policy makers when thinking about starting, scaling-up and evaluating programs of 
this nature. Further, the book also raises issues that, in my view, are very relevant and have so far been under-
emphasized, namely the need to place these programs within the broader context of countries' social policies. Fiszbein 
and Schady have produced a very valuable and timely work for all interested in poverty." --Santiago Levy, Vice-
President, Interamerican Development Bank 


